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Project ELRII-291 “Heritage Business” finished on 30.06.2015
After 2 years work the project “Promoting the use of cultural heritage and resources in product development in border areas- Heritage Business” was finalized in 30.of June 2015. Project closing conference was organized on 20. of May 2015 in Pechory. 

The project partners were the Union of Setomaa Rural Municipalities (Estonia), the Administration of Pechory district (Russia) and Ape municipality (Latvia). These organizations joined their forces for development of competitiveness of SME’s from border areas through the cross border co-operation and through the use of local cultural heritage and resources in product development. Skills and knowledge of ca 130 SME's are improved about using cultural heritage in product development during 22 training days. Practical handbook with case studies and best examples was published in on the same subject. 3 CBC networks were created between businesses participating in mutual study tours and joint seminars. Skills and knowledge of ca 140 SME's were improved during seminars where participants received valuable information about the regulations and conditions regulating cross-border trade and about the business environment and co-operation opportunities in neighbouring region. As a result of these events ca 10-15 new partnerships/contacts were initiated between SME's from 3 regions. More than 80% of participants of trainings/seminars considered that their skills and capacity have improved. In May 2015 the Cross-border Business and Co-operation Centre was opened in Oktjabrskaja square 3, Pechory offering different kind of support to SME's, including Business incubation centre with office premises for simultaneous use of 15 businesses and seminar room. Training kitchen is equipped with modern technology. Pilot programme of entrepreneurship education was created in 3 schools in Pechory and 2 schools in Ape region, the existing programme was improved in 4 Setomaa schools. All schools were equipped with modern technology. Cross-border network of teachers and students from 3 countries was created during joint seminar of teachers and mutual study tours. In total ca 150 school-children participated in the programme. Student companies participated successfully in local fairs and in national/international fairs of student companies in Tallinn, Riga, Moscow and Haifa (Israel). First international fair of student companies from border areas was organized in Värska on 21.-22.11.2014 to more than 120 participants.
Project “Heritage Business” was part-financed by Estonia – Latvia – Russia Cross Border Cooperation Programme within the European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument 2007-2013. The total project budget is 772 994,94 EUR, incl. programme co-financing 695 695,41 EUR.
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	Estonia – Latvia – Russia Cross Border Cooperation Programme within the European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument 2007-2013 financially supports joint cross border development activities for the improvement of the region’s competitiveness by utilising its potential and beneficial location on the crossroads between the EU and Russian Federation.

The Programme web-site is www.estlatrus.eu. 
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